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2026 JOHN BARLEYCORN AWARD WINNERS ANNOUNCED 

 

Dallas, TX – The John Barleycorn Society of Spirits Writers & Marketers has announced the winners of the 

2026 John Barleycorn Awards, honoring excellence in both Taste and Marketing + Design across the global 

spirits industry. 

 

Created by spirits writers and marketers, the John Barleycorn Awards were established to recognize 

outstanding achievement throughout the entire lifecycle of a spirit— from production and craftsmanship to 

branding, packaging, and promotion. Unlike traditional spirits competitions, the awards celebrate not only 

what is in the bottle, but also the creativity, strategy, and innovation that bring great brands to life. 

 

This spring’s competition attracted hundreds of entries from across the industry spectrum. Participants 

ranged from internationally recognized brands such as WhistlePig and Four Roses to emerging craft 

producers including Barrel King and Starlight Distillery. The competition featured iconic names like 

Jefferson’s, Courvoisier, and Jack Daniel’s alongside innovative newcomers such as Leiper’s Fork, Point 

Blank Tequila, and the distinctive Barrel King Single Barrels. 

 

Taste entries were evaluated through a rigorous blind-tasting process and scored on a 100-point scale based 

on appearance, aroma, taste, and finish. Marketing + Design submissions were judged on creative 

excellence, originality, and execution. For the third consecutive year, Double Gold medalists received a 

numerical score, awarded only to entries earning 90 points or higher, providing an additional benchmark of 

distinction for the competition’s highest-performing spirits. 

 

Taste judging was led by award-winning author and BarleycornDrinks editor John McCarthy, who oversaw a 

panel of some of the industry's most respected palates and spirits experts, including Dale DeGroff, Susan 

Reigler, Fred Minnick, Clay Risen, Robin Robinson, Wayne Curtis, Frank Caiafa, G. Clay Whittaker, Brad Japhe, 

Amanda Schuster, Lou Bank, Zach Johnston, Aaron Goldfarb, Jonah Flicker, and many others. 

 

The complete list of 2026 winners, along with judges’ comments and scoring details, is available at 

barleycornawards.com. 


